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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS:ETRD, EAGR 

SUBJECT: SUGAR: RUMORED DELAY AND/OR DIVERSION OF PHIL 
SHIPMENTS TO U.S. 

1. DEPT UNDERSTANDS RUMOR HAS BEEN CIRCULATING IN SUGAR 
TRADE THAT PHILIPPINES IS DRAGGING FEET ON 1974 SUGAR SHIP- 
MENTS TO U.S. AND IS CONSIDERING DIVERTING SOME SHIPMENTS 

TO WORLD MARKET. RUMOR HAS REACHED CHAIRMAN POAGE OF HOUSE 
AGRICULTURE COMMITTEE AND HAS BEEN BROUGHT TO ATTENTION OF 
DEPT BY COMMITTEE STAFF. 

2. WOULD APPRECIATE ANY INFORMATION EMBASSY CAN DEVELOP 
ASAP. UNLESS RUMOR CAN BE CONVINCINGLY REFUTED, IT COULD 
HAVE SERIOUS IMPLICATIONS AS LEGISLATIVE PROCESS ON SUGAR 
CONTINUES. RUSH 
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